An Executive Summary of the aecXML Technical Committee Meeting

aecXML Technical Committee

The Alliance's aecXML technical committee members met in the board room, at the Pacific Energy Center last Wednesday, May 30, 2001, to review and discuss revisions to the aecXML framework, relationships between COR, COS and DSS, the schema submission process, schema styles, aecXML namespace issues, the taxonomy of aecXML schemas and other administrative issues. After vigorous debating and discussing, participants made several important decisions. 

Participants agreed that COR would contain building specific and non-building specific definitions as preferred definitions. Consequently, TechCom highly recommend to aecXML schema writers to use the preferred definitions. However, the schema writers are allowed to use their own definitions instead of the preferred definitions in COR. To facilitate this effort, TechCom will start setting rules regarding conditions in which not using preferred definitions can be allowed, especially when ifcXML is not used for building specific element definitions.  TechCom accepted a three tier categorization of aecXML schemas based on conformance to COR and COS: Schemas based on COS in the “highest” tier, then schemas based on COR, and finally schemas not based on COS, or COR, such as the previously submitted schemas. 

To date, aecXML has received several schemas for standardization. Meanwhile some existing members and others have also expressed their interests in submitting and publishing their schemas under aecXML. However, due to the architecture changes of aecXML framework during the last few months, the work of managing submission was unfortunately behind actual needs. Participants thus decided to deal with this issue with high priority. TechCom will soon publish rules regarding how to promote existing schemas, which may have not used any definitions in COR or COS, to the candidate status and the recommendation status. 

Regarding COS, COR and DSS relationships, participants agreed that TechCom needed to set rules for promoting definitions in COR to COS. TechCom will start working on those rules. Meanwhile participants suggested that if a definition of an object existed in COS, any DSS schemas that needed to use an XML schema definition of the same object must use the definition in COS. 

During the last meeting, TechCom decided to populate COR with ifcXML as building specific definitions and look for third party standards to populated the non-building specific definitions. After a discussion on the major existing de facto standards, participants decided to first look into the possibility of reusing cXML. Related work will be conducted accordingly after the meeting. 

In conclusion the meeting decided: 1) The aecXML website should be promoted as open for discussion of submitted schemas; 2) Any one can submit schemas for discussion, even if they are not COR or COS conformant, 3) That the domain committee is being re-formed with leads of submitted schemas as members. 

Finally, Mr. Glen A. Hartman very kindly offered to host the next TechCom meeting at the headquarter of NYHB Technologies Group, Kansas City. TechCom scheduled the meeting to be held at the end of August.

Overall, the meeting was very successful and fruitful. There were many other technical issues being reviewed and discussed. For additional information and technical details, please forward inquiries to the TechCom chair, Dr. Yimin Zhu. 

            

